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Summary of the paper 

 

mechanisms behind social inequalities in the selection into 8-year gymnasia 

 

research questions: 

1. What determines the decision to apply for an 8-year gymnasium? 

2. What is the role of preparation for the entrance examination? 

3. What determines admission to an 8-year gymnasium? 

 

methods: 

descriptive analysis, logit regression 

 

results: 

both family background, student achievement and preparation matters 
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Framework of the analysis 
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Estimated in the paper: 

 aspiration / application (?) 

 enrolment (with appl., prep.) 

NOT estimated: 

 preparation 

 enrolment – total F.B. effect 
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Problems 

 

1. no interaction effects – these can be important, e.g.: 

 high prior achievement and parental educ. together might have strong 

effect (extreme case: both can be necessary conditions) 

 preparation can be less important if prior achivement is very high  (low) 

→ also estimate the models for subsamples (e.g. low /high parental educ.) 

2. measuring key variables in binary categories (achievement, parental educ.) 

 comparison of the effect sizes can be misleading (different cut-off for e.g. 

test scores might provide smaller or larger effects) 

 even results on the existence of some mechanisms can be spurious : 

 example: direct effect of parental education on enrolment  

→ use continous variables or more categories 
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direct effect of parental education on enrolment: 

- discrimination in the admission decision against the poor? 

- parental education taking on the effect of student achievement not 

measured? 
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Problems 

 

3. measuring preparation with a single indicator (everyday preparation)  

more data is available 

 if preparation is a mechanism of the family background effect, 

preparation requiring parental effort should be focused on (e.g. private) 

 

Minor issues 

- no descriptive statistics for the key variables 

- no control for gender of the student 

- including the „selective basic school” dummy: ambiguous, it’s worth to 

estimate each specification also without it 

- odds ratios vs marginal effects; it’s informative to present the results in 

the form of predicted probabilities as well 
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Further questions 

 

1. family background effect: do income and the costs of schooling matter? 

Is the family background effect different for students from towns and 

villages?  

villages: costs are higher if 8-year gymnasia are not available 

 

2. Is there substantial regional variation in the supply of 8-year gymnasia? 

If yes, does this affect aspirations and the decision to apply? 

 

Final note 

Horn, Daniel. 2013. “Diverging Performances: The Detrimental Effects of Early 
Educational Selection on Equality of Opportunity in Hungary.” Research in 
Social Stratification and Mobility.  

 


